








15

24 Read this list from the recipe.

What is the BEST way the reader could use this list?

F to explain the best way to serve the dessert
G to collect the food for making the dessert
H to buy the glasses needed for the dessert
J to know how much the dessert costs

1.  JELL-O
2.  Goldfish
3.  marshmallows
4.  fruit strips
5.  graham cracker crumbs

23 Which step explains when to put the JELL-O in the glasses?

A 1
B 4
C 6
D 9

22 How many mixing bowls does the recipe use?

F 1
G 2
H 4
J 6
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26 All of these are compound words EXCEPT —

F cracker
G grownup
H seaweed
J outside

25 What will MOST likely happen if the ice cubes are left out of the
recipe?

A The JELL-O will take longer to thicken.
B There will be more room for the fruit strips.
C The Goldfish will be harder to see in the glass.
D There will be less time to make the dessert.
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Do not turn the
page until your

teacher tells you
to do so.
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Directions: 

Read the story and answer the questions that follow.

Taj and Berto

1 The school bus had arrived. Taj’s mother handed him a paper bag of warm
samosas. This was his favorite food from his home in India. They were crispy
bread pockets filled with potatoes, peas, almonds, and golden raisins. The
house smelled spicy. It was hard to leave, but Taj kissed his mother goodbye
and headed off to school.

2 When Taj arrived at school that morning, a new student named Berto was in
class. Mrs. Grant asked, “Who will be Berto’s helper?” Taj raised his hand. He
wanted a chance to help this new boy just as some other children had helped
him. One month ago Taj was the “new kid” from a faraway country.

3 Berto was from Puerto Rico. He spoke Spanish and English. Taj showed him
around the classroom. Mrs. Grant let them go out for a school tour. Berto
smiled often, asking many questions on their walk around school. Taj
thought, “Maybe I have a new friend!”

4 Berto was lively. His long legs always seemed ready to run. At recess, Berto
joined a soccer game. He fit right in with the athletic group. Sports looked
like fun. Taj played, but his mind and body didn’t work well together. The
harder he tried, the worse he played.

5 Before noon, Berto met other students. Some of them spoke Spanish. “Oh,
well,” Taj thought. “Berto has found friends who speak the same language as
he does.”

6 At lunch, Taj sat with some friends. He opened his lunch sack and took out
the samosas. They weren’t warm anymore, but they were still good. Taj bit
into a tasty samosa. 

7 Taj saw Berto walking toward him. He came and sat right next to Taj. Berto
pointed to Taj’s lunch. “What’s that?” he asked.
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8 “Oh, no. He’s going to make fun of my lunch,” Taj thought.

9 Then Berto took something from a brown bag. It looked like a samosa. “See?
I have one too! Mine’s an empanada. It is spicy inside!”

10 Berto smiled at the other students at the table. He said, “Taj is a great guy!
He’s my first new friend!” Taj grinned from ear to ear. 

28 In paragraph 3, a tour means someone will —

F learn about a place
G enter a contest
H have a fun vacation
J spend time outdoors

27 In paragraph 2, why does Taj raise his hand?

A He knows the new boy in his class.
B He does not want to stay in the classroom.
C He does not have any friends at school.
D He knows how it feels to be new at school.
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30 Which question is answered in paragraph 10?

F What does Berto first say to Taj?
G When does Berto play soccer?
H Where do Taj and Berto sit during lunch?
J Why does Taj grin from ear to ear?

29 Reread paragraph 5. Why does Taj say “Oh, well”?

A He will have to learn Spanish from someone.
B He will have to sit alone at lunch.
C He has no hope of becoming a great soccer player.
D He thinks Berto will not be his friend.

31 When Berto points to Taj’s samosa and asks what it is, Taj —

A worries that Berto will laugh at his unusual lunch
B thinks that Berto wants to eat his samosa
C feels angry about Berto’s question
D looks at Berto’s lunch to see what he brought
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33 What do Taj and Berto have in common?

A They are from Puerto Rico.
B They have almost the same lunches.
C They both speak Spanish and English.
D They both enjoy playing soccer.

32 What is the setting at the beginning of the story?

F lunchroom
G Taj’s home
H classroom
J Berto’s home

VASpr08 Gr3 Read RB  3/28/08  10:36 AM  Page 21



22

34 At the end of the story, the boys will MOST likely —

F bring sandwiches for lunch
G become friends
H help the next new student 
J play soccer together

35 Read this sentence from the story.

Berto was lively.

In which word is -ly used the same as it is in lively?

A butterfly
B reply
C family
D slowly
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Test Sequence

NNumber Correct Answer

Reporting

CCategory Reporting Category Description

1 A 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials

2 F 001

Use word analysis strategies and information 

resources

3 C 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials

4 J 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials

5 A 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials

6 J 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials

7 A 001

Use word analysis strategies and information 

resources

8 H 001

Use word analysis strategies and information 

resources

9 B 001

Use word analysis strategies and information 

resources

10 J 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials

11 D 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials

12 H 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials

13 B 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials

14 F 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials

15 C 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials

16 F 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials

17 D 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials

18 F 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials

19 D 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials

20 F 001

Use word analysis strategies and information 

resources

21 A 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials

22 F 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials

23 B 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials

24 G 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials

25 A 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials

26 F 001

Use word analysis strategies and information 

resources

27 D 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials

28 F 001

Use word analysis strategies and information 

resources

29 D 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials

30 J 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials

31 A 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials

32 G 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials

33 B 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials

34 G 002 Demonstrate comprehension of printed materials

35 D 001

Use word analysis strategies and information 

resources

Answer Key-3060-R0117
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If you get this 

many items 

correct:

Then your 

converted scale 

score is:

0 000

1 113

2 161

3 190

4 212

5 230

6 245

7 258

8 271

9 282

10 292

11 302

12 312

13 321

14 330

15 339

16 347

17 356

18 364

19 373

20 381

21 390

22 399

23 408

24 418

25 427

26 438

27 449

28 461

29 474

30 490

31 507

32 529

33 558

34 600

35 600

 Grade 3 Reading, Core 1
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